
PHYS 110 – Lecture 4
Today: “Careers in Physics”

• Announcements
• Dallas Johnson (Engineering Career Services)
• Mentor break out (careers)



Still no iClicker?

https://courses.physics.illinois.edu/phys110/fa2021/

Options:
1) Send me an email 

right after class
2) Log into Zoom 

during lecture
3) TBA

Reminders:
• Register iClickers! 
• Check gradebook

https://courses.physics.illinois.edu/phys110/fa2021/


Most (>50%) get a PhD and become professors:

A. True
B. False

iClicker Question:  What do Illinois Physics 
Bachelors do with their degrees?

• Illinois Physics Bachelors take many career paths
• Career options are extremely flexible



Physics is a flexible degree that gives you a first-principles and fundamental 
understanding of nature, strong math and analytical skills, and technical 
expertise… and that will prepare you for many different careers!

SPS & physics.org



Dallas Johnson
Senior Coordinator 

Engineering Career Services
dallas1@Illinois.edu

mailto:dallas1@Illinois.edu


Careers in Physics





About 50% of Illinois Physics 
majors enter the workforce 
after graduation in a wide 
range of careers and sectors



Fall ‘20

Field of employment for 
New Physics Bachelors 

Employed in private sectors

Spring ‘21aip.org/statistics

53%

11%

3%

6%

5%

7%

9%

6%

Employment Sectors for 
New Physics Bachelors

Private sector, STEM

Private sector, non-STEM
(technical)

Private sector, non-STEM
(non-technical)

Civilian govt.

Active military

High school teacher

College or University

Other



Illinois Physics Majors Post-Graduation

Accenture Consulting

Belvedere Trading

Chicago Tech Academy

CISCO Systems

CreateASoft

Crystal Lake Central HS

Elk Grove HS

Epic

Google

Green Line Engineering

HRL Labs

IBM

IMC Finance

Inservice Engineering

Intel

Private sector (50%, $72.5k)

Jump Trading

JP Morgan Chase

Olenick & Associates

Qualcomm

Simplex Investments

Studio 222

Twitch LLC

U-Line Distributor

U.S. Army Core of Engineers

Viasat

…



Illinois Physics grads



A. Graduate school in Physics
B. Graduate school in another field
C. Employment in private sector
D. Teaching
E. Not sure!

iClicker Question:  What are your graduation plans?



Graduate School



About 50% of 
Illinois Physics 
majors enter a PhD 
program after 
graduation… but 
more diversity in 
disciplines 
compared with 
national average 



Graduate school gateway to:

• Postdoctoral research 
opportunities

• Higher paying job in 
industry & national labs

• Job in academia (i.e., 
becoming a professor)



Illinois Physics Major Post-Graduation

Accenture Consulting

Belvedere Trading

Chicago Tech Academy

CISCO Systems

CreateASoft

Crystal Lake Central HS

Elk Grove HS

Epic

Google

Green Line Engineering

HRL Labs

IBM

IMC Finance

Inservice Engineering

Intel

Physics

Applied Physics

Applied Statistics

Architectural Acoustics

Biomedical Engineering

Computer science

Electrical Engineering

Finance

Geophysics

Journalism

Law School

Material Science

Mathematics

Neuroscience

Nuclear Engineering

Secondary Education

…

Caltech

Colorado

Cornell

Florida

Harvard

Indiana

Johns Hopkins

Maryland

Michigan

Michigan State

Minnesota

MIT

Northwestern

Notre Dame

Private sector (50%, $72.5k) Graduate Schools (50%)

Areas Institutions

Ohio State

Ohio University

Oxford

Penn State

Princeton

Stanford

U Chicago

UIUC

University of 

California

Virginia

Washington

Wisconsin

…

Jump Trading

JP Morgan Chase

Olenick & Associates

Qualcomm

Simplex Investments

Studio 222

Twitch LLC

U-Line Distributor

U.S. Army Core of Engineers

Viasat

…



Resources

Engineering Career Services
https://www.aip.org/career-resources
https://jobs.spsnational.org/jobs/
https://jobs.physicstoday.org/
http://www.physics.org/careerprofiles.asp
https://www.gradschoolshopper.com/gradschool/

https://ecs.engineering.illinois.edu/
https://www.aip.org/career-resources
https://jobs.spsnational.org/jobs/
https://jobs.physicstoday.org/
http://www.physics.org/careerprofiles.asp
https://www.gradschoolshopper.com/gradschool/


Breakout groups

• Discuss career plans, internship/job experiences
• Return to this room in about 15 minutes!


