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TL;DR

1. Read the syllabus for any course

2. If you are unsure you are abiding by the rules for the course – ASK

1. Maintain an electronic copy of your question to the professor 
or course staff and their answer

2. Typically, CampusWire or a course forum is better than e-mail
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Student Code

https://studentcode.illinois.edu/

https://studentcode.illinois.edu/
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Student Code

Some of the things discussed

● Student conduct violations 
(e.g. alcohol policy)

● Rules for bicycles on campus
● Absences
● Exam conflicts
● Academic integrity
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§ 1-402 Academic Integrity Infractions

1. Cheating
2. Plagiarism
3. Fabrication
4. Facilitating Infractions of Academic Integrity
5. Bribes, Favors, and Threats.
6. Academic Interference
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Cheating
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Plagiarism
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Practical Advice – Will I Get Caught?
In the Computer Based Testing Facility (CBTF)
• Yes, probably

Copying code 
• Maybe…more likely than you may think

• MOSS
• JPlag
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Practical Advice – Is Copying Ever OK?

● Early CS courses
○ Typically forbidden
○ You need to write from scratch…anyone want to suggest why?

● Later CS courses, humanities papers, etc
○ Should be a small quantity e.g. short quote, borrowed picture on slide
○ Sometimes ok to use major supporting computer packages

● Always include proper acknowledgement
● If you aren’t sure, ask.



SIE B E L  SCHOOL  OF COMPUT IN G AND DATA SCIE NCE

Fabrication
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Facilitating
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Practical Advice -  Be a Decent Friend 

Do not ask friends to break the code through facilitation 
• Or maybe don’t ask anyone, but especially friends 

You are asking them to put themselves in jeopardy
• It’s not worth it

Also, if someone asks you to share, say no
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Bribes
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Academic Interference
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If You Are Accused of an Infraction

● Email comes from the FAIR system (Faculty Academic Integrity Report)
○ Online, via my.cs
○ Don’t ignore the email

● You have a chance to reply with your version of the facts
○ And a later chance to file an appeal
○ Email contains deadline for replying at each stage

● If you are guilty, it’s not the end of the world
● https://provost.illinois.edu/policies/policies/academic-integrity/students-

quick-r eference-guide-to-academic-integrity/

https://provost.illinois.edu/policies/policies/academic-integrity/students-quick-reference-guide-to-academic-integrity/
https://provost.illinois.edu/policies/policies/academic-integrity/students-quick-reference-guide-to-academic-integrity/
https://provost.illinois.edu/policies/policies/academic-integrity/students-quick-reference-guide-to-academic-integrity/
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If You Are Accused of an Infraction

Process Is:

● Instructor reports infraction on FAIR
● Student responds on FAIR
● Instructor produces their finding

○ Did the student do it?
○ If they did, proposed sanction

● (optional) Student appeals
● (optional) Appeal hearing, using by departmental committee
● Case closes
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Mistakenly Accused of an Infraction?

● Mistakes happen
○ Explain what you believe happened
○ Fairly common for instructors to find that a student didn’t do what was alleged
○ Appeal finding if it’s wrong

● Did someone copy your work?
○ Do you have any theories about when and how?
○ Instructor must prove your actions were deliberate or negligent

● In a group project, did a teammate do something unethical?
○ No collective punishment: instructor must establish who did it

● Initial allegation should contain enough information for you to reply
○ If not, push back on the instructor or the departmental contact
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Accurately Accused of an Infraction?

● Typical penalties (e.g. plagiarized code for an MP)
○ Zero on assignment or quiz/exam, or
○ 10% (full letter grade) reduction in final grade

● Definitely worse if you have repeat infractions
○ College scans FAIR system for repetitions
○ DON’T DO IT AGAIN



SIE B E L  SCHOOL  OF COMPUT IN G AND DATA SCIE NCE

Capricious Grading

https://studentcode.illinois.edu/article3/part1/3-107
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Capricious Grading
Do not ask an instructor to:

1.Round up your grade
2.Offer you extra credit work after the semester
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Why Be Here?

There are two ways of looking at what you are trying to accomplish here:

1. Getting a degree is a task to be completed
2. This is an opportunity to gain skills and knowledge…to level up

If you look at it the second way, cheating has no utility

It may be hard to believe, but grades themselves matter less than you think

Achieving a grade is meaningful, having a grade matters less
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